Stick Built

Art and architecture, made with sticks by humans and other builders
Explorations and projects for all ages

STRUCTURES

Explore the large,
interactive sculptures of
Patrick Dougherty

Video 1
Video 2

Birds can be art connoisseurs, too!
See Bowerbirds building and
decorating their courtship bowers.

Vogelkop Bowerbird Video
Satin Bowerbird Video

Watch beavers tending
to their dams and lodges.

Video


https://media.mnn.com/assets/images/2016/04/beaver-dam-activity.jpg.838x0_q80.jpg
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=beaver+dam+construction&&view=detail&mid=82400B75734EF45B150182400B75734EF45B1501&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dbeaver%2Bdam%2Bconstruction%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://weburbanist.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/colorful-intricate-bowerbird-nest-animal-architecture.jpg
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=vogelkop+bowerbird+building+&&view=detail&mid=A74009C78DBCD55318F1A74009C78DBCD55318F1&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dvogelkop%2520bowerbird%2520building%2520%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVDMH%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Dvogelkop%2520bowerbird%2520building%2520%26sc%3D0-28%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D14A3D97B11B744E1AD531B81051929F9
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=bowerbird+building+&&view=detail&mid=ED1587B31C03668DE39BED1587B31C03668DE39B&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dbowerbird%2520building%2520%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Dbowerbird%2520building%2520%26sc%3D1-19%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D942321537E3E4E56B4EFE8264CF40B71
Stick%20Built.docx
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=patrick+dougherty+sculpture+school+house&&view=detail&mid=1A069AE56A71F36FE3C51A069AE56A71F36FE3C5&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dpatrick%2Bdougherty%2Bsculpture%2Bschool%2Bhouse%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/546a8523e4b0dbd991d7e122/1421104155133-6BU6QF5GOM99GXM44RJB/63_Dougherty_NaHale%27EoWaiawi_001%5B1A%5D.jpg?format=1000w&content-type=image%2Fjpeg

If you have a yard and are doing some
spring clean-up, here’s a great way to
utilize fallen branches; make a
“wikiup” shelter/playspace! It's a big
project, but you can build at your own
pace, and enjoy the results for a long
time. You will also have learned a great
wilderness survival skill! (Remember to
check your HOA rules before building.)

What you need (for adults or with
parent’s permission): a saw or hatchet,
rope, loppers and branches.

Video Recommended for parents only — ‘ Y \
shows a campfire inside the shelter. The _ I Image Source’
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you can scale it down. : . :

No yard? No problem! Make a “tiny house” version of
the wikiup for fairies, using materials you find on a walk!

See Leah Cohen’s fairy house tutorial slideshow
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Sculpture by Olga Ziemska

Several artists who work with sticks think of them as kind of a drawing material — a means to
make a line. In the case of Olga Ziemska'’s piece above — which stands about 9’ tall - the
artist also uses the ends of her sticks as points. You can use sticks to “draw” in space —

making sculpture — or draw on a flat plane if you prefer!


http://www.olgaziemska.com/Stillness-in-motion
https://www.olgaziemska.com/Stillness-in-motion
https://3ezfh222wf7f3501pa3arzc0-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/wickiup-03.jpg
https://3ezfh222wf7f3501pa3arzc0-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/wickiup-03.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-gXf31qGrTSw/UcMqqVfVpsI/AAAAAAAALF8/Tb0e-Bz8S_w/s640/Dam+repair+Beavers+(19).jpg
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=how+to+build+wikiup&qs=n&sp=-1&pq=how+to+build+wikiup&sc=2-19&sk=&cvid=C55171B998AB49AB99CF249148A1269A&sid=3457AD47553066FB0D0EA3E3545267F6&jsoncbid=1&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3dhow%2520to%2520build%2520wikiup%26qs%3dn%26form%3dQBRE%26sp%3d-1%26pq%3dhow%2520to%2520build%2520wikiup%26sc%3d2-19%26sk%3d%26cvid%3dC55171B998AB49AB99CF249148A1269A&view=detail&mmscn=vwrc&mid=33BB1A5831D1C568822B33BB1A5831D1C568822B&FORM=WRVORC
http://www.primitiveways.com/Images2/wikiup3.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogUiUafNL8o
http://www.scarlettsfairygarden.com/images/prods/21517.jpg

Discover the sculptures of Deborah Butterfield.
Many of her horses are larger than life size!

Image search results
Short spot  Full artist’s talk

Image Source

Image Source

Use sticks and dried grasses to create a tiny
herd of your own! Adhesives optional.

With some water-based
glue, you can try this
approach! Add color and
paper details as desired.

Wall piece by
Greenbelt artist Paul Downs
via the New Deal Cafe


https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2011/08/deborah-butterfield/
https://img1.etsystatic.com/164/0/5338547/il_340x270.1125335167_6hp9.jpg
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image%20horse%20sculpture%20deborah%20butterfield&qs=n&form=QBIR&sp=-1&pq=image%20horse%20sculpture%20deborah%20butterfield&sc=0-41&sk=&cvid=EA336A1AA3CD43E69B08355E3A6E4159
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=video+deborah+butterfield&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dvideo%2bdeborah%2bbutterfield%26FORM%3dHDRSC4&view=detail&mid=1B5C4BE50A160DD15F611B5C4BE50A160DD15F61&rvsmid=DE8A9AF9AF93FF0563D3DE8A9AF9AF93FF0563D3&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=video+deborah+butterfield&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dvideo%2bdeborah%2bbutterfield%26FORM%3dHDRSC4&view=detail&mid=C92E21130B9E45E2B85EC92E21130B9E45E2B85E&rvsmid=DE8A9AF9AF93FF0563D3DE8A9AF9AF93FF0563D3&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2011/08/deborah-butterfield/
http://www.housingaforest.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Stick-Turkey-Thanksgiving-craft-for-kids-6.jpg
hhttps://i.pinimg.com/236x/40/f1/be/40f1be516d43d8e274b547ce872be6b7--twig-art-bird-sculpture.jpg

NON-REPRESENTATIONAL ART

Otherwise known as “non-objective art”, work of
this type takes pleasure in pure geometric, natural and
assembled forms, without specifically representing
something outside of themselves. What forms are
most pleasing to your eye?

[

Andy Goldsworthy

This Scottish artist made a lot of great work
directly in nature with sticks, leaves, ice, dirt,
rocks and other materials found on site — often
with a “leave no trace” approach. You can
access two documentary films about him on
Amazon and elsewhere. These are the trailers:
Rivers and Tides and Leaning into the Wind.

The possibilities are endless! Send photos of your stick
structures and art to ndewald@greenbeltmd.gov.
Photos may be shared online.
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See work by Maryland artist and
educator Marsha Wolfson Ray
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Image Source

MAKE

Create a wreath with sticks. Incorporate
catalpa seed pods if you find some. At
your option, paint some or all of the
materials. Other supplies you'll need:
cardboard from the recycling bin;
scissors; garden snips to cut the twigs
(optional); paper grocery bag or craft
paper; glue; double-sided tape
(optional); and a ribbon or wire to hang
your finished wreath. Tutorial video



mailto:ndewald@greenbeltmd.gov
http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts
https://bakerartist.org/portfolios/marcia-wolfson-ray
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=andy+goldsworthy+trailer+rivers+and+tides&docid=608043201241811656&mid=A27ED77A0F73A535B17AA27ED77A0F73A535B17A&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=andy+goldsworthy+trailer+LEANING+INTO+THE+WIND&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dandy%2520goldsworthy%2520trailer%2520LEANING%2520INTO%2520THE%2520WIND%26qs%3dn%26form%3dQBVDMH%26sp%3d-1%26pq%3dandy%2520goldsworthy%2520trailer%2520leaning%2520into%2520the%2520wind%26sc%3d0-46%26sk%3d%26cvid%3dD60F302F58FA49419B11F2726E38BE31&view=detail&mid=A27ED77A0F73A535B17AA27ED77A0F73A535B17A&rvsmid=B55F45250566FD332238B55F45250566FD332238&FORM=VDQVAP
https://bakerartist.org/portfolios/marcia-wolfson-ray
https://bakerartist.org/sites/default/files/projects/362/Distance.jpg
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=twig+wreath+tutorial&&view=detail&mid=92F5C4BD81315D9F50DC92F5C4BD81315D9F50DC&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dtwig%2Bwreath%2Btutorial%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://cdn-fastly.hometalk.com/media/2017/04/26/3829367/diy-twig-sun-wreath-craft.jpg?size=720x845&nocrop=1
https://www.boredpanda.com/land-art-andy-goldsworthy/

