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ORDINANCE NUMBER 1366

An Ordinance to Amend Article I “In General” and Article II “Campaign Contributions and
Expenditures” of Chapter 8, “Elections” of the Greenbelt City Code

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the Greenbelt Board of Elections proposed
amendments to Chapter 8, “Elections,” of the Greenbelt City Code; and

WHEREAS, the Council desires to make certain changes to these provisions. NOW,
THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, that Chapter 8,
“Elections,” be amended to read as follows:

Chapter 8
ARTICLE I.

IN GENERAL

* * k% * %

Sec. 8-11. Electioneering near polling places.

(a) No person is permitted to canvass, electioneer, or post campaign materials at a polling
place or within a radius of one hundred fifty feet from the building ’s entrance and exit closest to
the room where voting occurs.

(b) This procedure shall be followed, if an Election Judge concludes that a worker for a
candidate has violated and then ignored warnings about electioneering restrictions in this
Code:

(1) The Election Judge shall first warn the worker of the restrictions. The judge must then
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conclude that the worker after more than one warning continues to violate the restrictions.

(2) The Election Judge after reaching this conclusion is authorized to inform the
City Clerk of the violations.

(3) The City Clerk is authorized, after informing the Board of Elections, to advise the
candidate that a fine of $100 must be paid to the finance department before the candidate s
final campaign financial report can be accepted for filing.

(4) The Board of Elections shall review, on the candidate ’s written request, the determination by
an Election Judge and the City Clerk that a worker for the candidate continually violated

electioneering restrictions. The Board, after hearing the City Clerk’s report and considering the
candidate ’s written request, shall by majority vote decide whether the candidate s worker failed
after warnings to comply with electioneering restrictions. The decision by the Board of Elections

shall be final.

* * k% * %

Sec. 8-13. Early voting.
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Sec. 8-13. Early voting.

(a) Residents of the City who are qualified voters registered with the Prince George’s
County Board of Elections have the right to vote by early voting in municipal elections,
as provided in this section.

(b) For purposes of this Code, an “early voting ballot” is a ballot not used for absentee voting
or in a polling place on election day, and “election day ” is the day of a municipal election.

(c) Early voting is authorized during the period from the fourth Saturday to the first
Friday prior to an election, as follows:

(1) During the period, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on all Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays,
and Fridays, and from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on all Tuesdays, in the Municipal Building;

(2) From 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on all Saturdays and from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on all
Sundays during the period, at the Municipal Building;

(3) From 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the second Saturday and from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. on the second Sunday prior to the election, also in Greenbelt West; and

(4) From 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the third Saturday and from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on the
third Sunday prior to the election, also in Greenbelt East.
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(d) Early voting ballots shall be cast and counted as follows:

(1) The voter must obtain and complete an early voting ballot on the designated premises; seal
it in a blank envelope; place and seal the blank envelope in an early voting envelope, signed by
the voter, with the name as registered printed on it; and then place the envelope in a
designated ballot box.

(2) Ballots in early voting envelopes that contain more than one blank, sealed envelope
shall be kept by the City Clerk but may not be counted.

(3) If a ballot is submitted in a properly signed and sealed early voting envelope but not
contained within a blank, sealed envelope, then the Board shall decide by majority vote
whether the ballot may be counted and whether the voter’s privacy has been violated. If such a
ballot is to be counted, it shall be placed in a blank, sealed envelope and then included with all
other envelopes containing early voting ballots. The City Clerk shall notify by mail every voter
whose privacy the Board determines has or might have been violated.

(4) The City Clerk shall deliver the early voting sealed, blank envelopes to the Clerks
appointed by the Board for the counting of early voting ballots. The City Clerk shall
advise them of the number of ballots cast and shall keep the same record of early voting
ballots as is kept by the Clerks of election at their polling places.

(5) Upon receipt of the early voting sealed, blank envelopes, the Early Voting Clerks shall open
them and determine whether any contain more than one ballot. A ballot in an envelope
containing more than one ballot may not be counted.

(6) If the City Clerk or an Early Voting Clerk challenges a ballot for noncompliance with the
Code, then the Board shall decide whether it may be counted. All such Board decisions, by
majority vote, shall be final.

* * k% * %

ARTICLE II.

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES
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Sec. 8-21. Campaign Financial Reports.

(a) Each candidate for the office of council member and the candidate s treasurer shall file
with the City Clerk an original of a campaign financial report, as specified below.

(b) Reports shall be available for public examination during the City Clerk’s
normal office hours.

(c) As soon as practicable after a report is filed, the City Clerk shall forward a copy to the
Board of Elections. The Board shall review the report for compliance with this section.

(d) In this Code, a “contribution” to a candidate includes, as separately reportable
categories: money and other financial assets, campaign materials and other physical assets,
and services to a campaign, as further provided below.

(e) Campaign financial reports shall include the following:

(1) Each contribution of money or other financial assets whose value exceeds twenty-
five dollars ($25.00);

(2) Each contribution of campaign materials or other physical assets whose value exceeds
twenty-five dollars ($25.00);

(3) Each contribution of services to a campaign, where the services have value exceeding
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and are provided by an accountant or bookkeeper, an attorney or
legal adviser, or any other person, such as an artist or designer, whose services the candidate
would ordinarily pay for;

(4) All contributions whose value exceeds twenty-five dollars ($25.00) by candidates
themselves or any member of their immediate families, in which listings the category and value
of each contribution is separately stated:
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(5) The total value of all contributions, of every category, regardless of the value of
individual items;

(6) Each expenditure whose amount exceeds twenty-five dollars ($25.00); and

(7) The total of all expenditures, regardless of amount.

(f) The campaign financial reports for each candidate shall be subscribed and
sworn to, or affirmed, by the candidate and by the candidate’s treasurer.

(0) The Board of Elections shall prepare and from time to time revise the form used for
campaign financial reports, which must also be approved by the City Solicitor.

Sec. 8-22. Times for filing; lateness fines; striking a candidate s name.

(a) Campaign financial reports shall be filed at the times specified below.

(1) A first interim campaign financial report, covering contributions received and
expenditures made since the most recent reqular election and prior to the seventh Monday
preceding the election, shall be filed no later than 12:00 p.m. on the sixth Friday preceding
the election. The first interim report shall also state whether the candidate's campaign
account was opened for the present campaign or was also open for a prior campaign.
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(2) A second interim report, for contributions received and expenditures made between the
seventh Monday preceding the election and prior to the third Monday preceding the election,
shall be filed no later than 12:00 p.m. on the second Friday preceding the election.

(3) A final campaign financial report, covering all contributions received and expenditures
made and not previously reported, shall be filed no later than 12:00 p.m. on the Friday
following the election.

(b) For each full or partial business day a report is filed late, a candidate must pay a fine of
$50.00, to a maximum of $500.00. The City Clerk may not accept for filing a late report unless
the full fine is first paid to the finance department and a receipt for the payment accompanies

the report.

(c) A candidate who fails to file the final report, if elected, shall not take office until the
report is filed.
(d) The Board of Elections is authorized to strike from the ballot the name of any candidate

whose report or reports it finds are substantially late, if the Board also finds that the lateness
shows purposeful disregard for financial reporting requirements.

(e) The Board of Elections is further authorized to strike the name of any candidate whom it
finds has not substantially complied with financial reporting requirements.

(f) A candidate found to be in violation of financial reporting requirements may correct the
violations, on terms approved by the Board of Elections. In reviewing a candidate's request,
submitted in writing within ten business days of the date the City Clerk sends written notification
of the violation or violations, the Board shall consider the circumstances reported by the
candidate and the reasons offered for the candidate's noncompliance.

(g) No person who is in violation of a City Election law or reporting requirement in this Code
may submit a nomination petition or run for the office of City Council. If a complaint is filed
with the City Clerk against a candidate under this section, then the Board of Elections shall
determine whether the candidate is eligible for office.

Sec. 8-24 23. Contributions not required to be reported.

The name of any person who shall pay or share in the paying of the total cost of an
advertisement or printed matter in support of a candidate which prominently displays the
person's name and the names of all other persons who may be sharing in the cost and who has
otherwise made no contribution to the candidate in excess of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall
not be required to be reported by the candidate or by the candidate's treasurer as having made a
campaign contribution. The name of any person who shall make a contribution on behalf of more
than one candidate shall not be reported if the contribution is shared equally by the candidates
for whose benefit it is made and if the contribution amounts to not more than twenty-five dollars
($25.00) for each candidate sharing in and benefiting from the contribution.
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Sec. 8-24. Campaign treasurer.

(a) Prior to nomination for the office of Councilmember, a candidate shall state, on a form
provided by the City Clerk, the name, address, and daytime telephone number of the candidate’s
campaign treasurer. The treasurer must accept the appointment by signing and dating the form.
The City Clerk shall not receive or file a candidate’s nomination petition, if the candidate or
treasurer has not met these requirements.

(b) If a campaign treasurer leaves the position prior to the Friday before an election, then the
candidate shall forthwith appoint a successor treasurer. If a treasurer violates reporting
requirements in this Code, then the candidate must correct the violation. The Board of Elections
is authorized to strike from the ballot any candidate who has not complied promptly with these

requirements.

(c) A person who remains in violation of reporting or other requirements in this Code may not
submit a nomination petition for a future election.

Sec. 8-25. Campaign accounts.
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(a) Each candidate or campaign treasurer shall establish an account in a financial institution for
the sole purpose of accepting and distributing campaign funds.

(b) Candidates may donate any of their campaign account funds to the campaign accounts of
other candidates or elected officials, or to qualified charitable organizations.

(c) This section does not apply to funds donated by candidates to their own campaigns, but
candidates must report all such contributions and any expenditures, as provided in this Code.

(d) In the final campaign financial report, each candidate shall state whether the campaign
account will remain open. If the account will be closed, the report shall state how any remaining
funds will be disbursed.

* % * * %

PASSED by the Council of the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, at its regular meeting of

December 10, 2018.
éayor

Emmett V. Jordan,

ATTEST:

Bonita Anders, City Clerk

Key:

Underscoring indicates language added to existing law.

Overstriking- indicates language deleted from existing law.

Asterisks *** indicate intervening existing Code provisions that remain unchanged.
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