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ORDINANCE NUMBER 1293

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 19, “TAXATION,” OF THE GREENBELT CITY
CODE IN ORDER TO REPEAL AND REENACT WITH AMENDMENTS SECTION 19-1 FOR
THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING A CITY HOMEOWNERS’ PROPERTY TAX CREDIT
PROGRAM INDEXED TO THE STATE OF MARYLAND’S HOMEOWNERS’ PROPERTY TAX
CREDIT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to establish a real property tax credit program to benefit
homeowners of limited income who reside within the corporate limits; and

WHEREAS, under the Tax-Property Article, Section 9-104 of the Annotated Code of the
Public General Laws of Maryland (2007 Replacement Volume), the State conducts a Homeowners’
Property Tax Credit program that provides a credit for the real property tax bill of homeowners of all
ages who qualify on the basis of gross household income; and

WHEREAS, at its October 22, 2007, regular meeting, the Greenbelt City Council voted
unanimously to approve the establishment of a City program indexed to the definitions, criteria for
eligibility, restrictions, application and other procedures of the State program to provide a further
credit equal to 25% of the amount of the State credit to those homeowners receiving the State credit,
with that percentage to be subject to modification from time to time; and

WHEREAS, Section 19-1 of the Greenbelt City Code currently defines a tax credit program
that was established in 1967, based on disability and income, which has been outdated for many
years and is limited to a maximum income of $7,500. NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, that Chapter 19 of the
City Code be amended to read as follows:

Chapter 19
TAXATION

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 19-1. Tax credit for certain homeowners by reason of disability-and income.
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(a) A homeowners’ property tax credit shall be allowed against the city property tax

imposed on residential real property if the owner qualifies for the credit under this section.

(b) The city manager or his/her designee is hereby appointed to administer a tax credit by
reason of income and is further authorized to promulgate additional rules and regulations that may be
necessary for the efficient administration of the tax credit by reason of income, provided that such
regulations shall comply with the provisions of this section.
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(c) The city shall provide to eligible homeowners a property tax credit as provided in this
section to supplement the state homeowners’ property tax credit granted under section 9-104 of the
Tax-Property Article of the of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended or recodified from time
to time.

(d) Except as otherwise expressly stated in this section, all eligibility requirements.
statutory definitions, restrictions, application or other procedures that apply to said state
homeowners’ property tax credit program shall also apply to the city homeowners’ property tax
credit provided for in this section.

(e) The amount of the homeowner’s property tax credit for a given year shall be twenty-
five (25) percent of the amount of the state homeowners’ property tax credit.

(H) Notwithstanding the foregoing, the amount of the local supplement to the
homeowners’ tax credit authorized by this section shall not exceed the total city real property tax
liability of the eligible homeowner for the taxable year in which the homeowners’ tax credit local
supplement is sought.

(2) A person who knowingly submits a false or fraudulent application or who withholds
information to obtain tax credit under this section has committed a misdemeanor. In addition, the
person must repay the city for all amounts credited and all accrued interest and penalties that would
apply to those amounts as overdue taxes. The city may enforce this subsection by appropriate legal
action. A person who violates this subsection is liable for all court costs and expenses of the city in
any civil action brought by the city against the violator.
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its
passage.

PASSED by the Council of the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, at its regular meeting of

December 10, 2007.
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ﬁﬁthF Davis, Mayor

ATTEST:
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David E. Moran, Acting City Clerk

Key:

Underscoring indicates language added to existing law.

Overstriking- indicates language deleted from existing law.

Asterisks *** indicate intervening existing Code provisions that remain unchanged.
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