
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

Call To Order

Roll Call

Meditation And Pledge Of Allegiance To The Flag

Consent Agenda - Approval Of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by staff, 
subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)

Approval Of Agenda And Additions

Presentations

Petitions And Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the City Council at this 
meeting unless Council waives its Standing Rules)

Minutes Of Council Meetings

Minutes, Regular Meeting, December 14, 2015

DRAFT MINUTES, 12-14-15.PDF

Minutes, Special Meeting, January 4, 2016

DRAFT MINUTES, 01-04-16.PDF

Minutes, Work Session, January 6, 2016

DRAFT MINUTES, 01-06-16.PDF

Administrative Reports

*Committee Reports

* Committee Reports

Park and Recreation Advisory Board, Report #2016-1 (Recognition Group 
Application):  It is recommended that Council accept this report and consider it on the 

agenda of the next meeting.  (CM) 

An Ordinance Of The Council Of The City Of Greenbelt Authorizing The Acquisition 
By Negotiated Purchase Of Certain Real Property Known As 10-A Crescent Road, 
Greenbelt, Maryland Which Is Needed For A Public Purpose, Namely A Museum, 
For An Amount Not To Exceed Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) Plus 
Related Costs

- 2nd Reading, Adoption

Reference:
Ordinance

The City has the opportunity to acquire the Greenbelt Homes, Inc. (GHI) unit at 10-A 
Crescent Road which is next to the Greenbelt Museum at 10-B Crescent Road.  These 

units are the only two units at that address.  (In GHI language, it would be to purchase 

the Right of Perpetual Use.)

The current Greenbelt Museum building was acquired by the City as part of its 50 th

anniversary in 1987.  From the time the museum unit was acquired, persons associated 

with the museum have expressed an interest in 10-A being acquired as well for museum 
purposes.   The unit at 10 -A could become the office space for museum staff which would 
enable the museum to be available for tours on a more frequent basis.  It would also 

provide space for hosting larger tour groups, provide space for researchers interested in 
Greenbelt, and present a comparison of original Greenbelt homes “then and now. ”

The residents of 10-A, the Dwyers, had always been good neighbors to the museum, 
sharing information with interested visitors when the museum was closed.  Another 

resident might not be so accommodating of these types of intrusions.  The Dwyers 

resided in the home for 59 years and as such it is unknown when the unit might become 
available again.  Discussions with Thomas Dwyer, who is executor of the estate, indicate 

he is willing to sell the unit to the City for $200,000 which is less than its appraised value.

A public hearing for this acquisition was held during Council ’s regular meeting on 
December 14, 2015.  

Ms. Davis introduced this ordinance for first reading at the last meeting.  It is 

recommended the ordinance be introduced for second reading and moved for adoption 
tonight.  (MPM)

11-DRAFT ORDINANCE.PDF, 11-EXHIBIT A.PDF

A Resolution To Authorize The Negotiated Purchase Of Canine Turf For The 
Greenbelt Animal Shelter And The Greenbelt Dog Park From East Coast Surfacing 
Of Rock Hall, Maryland At A Cost Of $20,940 

-2nd Reading, Adoption

Reference:
Resolution
East Coast Surfacing Quote, 12/15/2015

Included in the FY 2016 budget is $15,000 for the installation of canine turf at the 
Greenbelt Animal Shelter.  It has not been possible to maintain a grass yard at the 

animal shelter due to the heavy use by dogs, poor drainage and lack of sunlight.  This 

has resulted in a yard that is often wet and muddy.  The condition of the yard causes the 

dogs to become wet and dirty when in the yard and this in turn results in the interior of 
the shelter becoming dirty and therefore requiring increased maintenance by shelter staff 
and increased costs for maintenance materials.

There have been similar problems with yard care at the dog park and the city has 
received complaints from park users about the condition of the yard.  There has been 

discussion of using canine turf in the dog park in addition to the animal shelter yard.  This 

would allow an opportunity to evaluate the durability of the canine turf under dog park 
conditions and also will allow dog park users the chance to test out the canine turf and 
offer feedback.

Staff obtained quotes from two companies for the installation of canine turf in the rear and 
side yards of the animal control facility.  An additional quote was obtained for a small test 

area for canine turf at the dog park.  The best quote was received by East 

Coast Surfacing at a cost of $18,440 for the animal control facility rear and side yards, 

and $2,500 for a 15 ’ by 15 ’ test area at the dog park.  The combined total for the animal 

control facility yard and the dog park test area is $20,940.  There are sufficient funds in 

the Capital Projects Fund to cover the additional cost.

Ms. Pope introduced this resolution for first reading at the last meeting.  It is 

recommended the resolution be introduced for second reading and moved for adoption 
tonight.  (CC)

12-DRAFT RESOLUTION.PDF, 12-EAST COAST SURFACING 
QUOTE.PDF

Advisory Committee On Education, Report #2016-1 (Grant Proposals – 2016)

State Legislation 
Reference:
Email, Todd Turner, 1/21/16
Memorandum, Terri Hruby, 1/5/16
PG/MC 110-16
PG/MC 111-16
PG 404-16
Email, David Moran, 1/12/16
SB 57/HB 31

PG/MC 110 – Land Use Permit Review – Consolidation

This bill would remove the Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission M-
NCCPC) from the review of certain permit applications related to zoning and subdivision.  

Instead, the County Department of Permits, Inspections and Enforcement (DPIE) would 
review and approve these permits.  

Permits associated with detailed site plans, subdivision plans, recreational facilities, 
traffic review, natural resources, historic work area, landscaping and signage would no 
longer be referred to M-NCPPC for review and approval.  Staff is concerned about the  

process proposed, which would eliminate review by M-NCPPC trained planners who 
understand the complexity of the County ’s Zoning Ordinance and have experience 
reviewing complex plans and approval conditions.

Included in Council ’s packet is an email from County Council Member Turner which 
indicates the County Council has not commented on this bill yet.  Council can support, 

oppose or not act on PG/MC 110 at this time.  (DEM)

PG/MC 111 – Land Use - Zoning Powers and Review

This legislation is a response to a recent court case, Prince George ’s County v. Zimmer 
Development Company which found that the District Council only has appellate 
jurisdiction to review Planning Board decisions.  This case greatly limits the long-standing 
practice by the District Council of reviewing cases. 

The bill would take the zoning powers of the Planning Board and Board of Appeals and 
vest them with the District Council. It is an effort to codify that the District Council has 
original jurisdiction over these matters, thus making the Planning Board subordinate to 
the District Council.

At the City ’s Legislative Dinner on December 15, County Council Member Turner 
requested the City support this bill.  Included in Council ’s packet is a memorandum 
detailing staff’s concerns with PG/MC 111.

County Council Member Turner has also commented on this bill in the aforementioned 
email.  He is requesting Council take no position on PG/MC 111 at this time.  (DEM)

PG 404 – County Disposable Bag Fee

This enabling legislation would allow the County to impose a fee on retail establishments 
for the use of disposable plastic bags.   The fee cannot exceed five cents per bag.  The 

proposed law would not apply to bags for certain uses (bulk items, flowers, newspapers, 
etc.).   This local bill would only apply in Prince George’s County.  Senator Pinsky 

sponsored this bill.

The City supported similar legislation since 2011.  The language that the fee be imposed 

on the store is consistent with past bills.  

It is recommended Council support PG 404-16.  (DEM)  

Council tabled this item at the last meeting.  Debate on this agenda item may be 

resumed by a majority vote of Council.    

SB 57/HB 31 – Community Cleanup & Greening Act

This legislation would establish a statewide bag fee for disposable carryout bags (both 
paper and plastic).  The fee would be 10 cents per bag.  Stores could keep 5 cents per 

bag or 7 cents if they have a customer bag credit program.  The County would keep the 

rest of the fee and these revenues must be used for certain purposes including: 
community greening, stormwater control, litter cleanup, recycling programs, etc.  The 

City supported similar legislation last year. 

It is recommended Council support SB 57/HB 31 with an amendment to reflect that 
revenues collected within a municipality are returned to that municipality.  (DEM)

14-EMAIL, TODD TURNER.PDF, 14-MEMORANDUM, T. HRUBY.PDF, 
14-PG-MC 110-16.PDF, 14-PG-MC 111-16.PDF, 14-PG 404-16.PDF, 14-EMAIL, D. 
MORAN.PDF, 14-SB 57-HB 31.PDF

Council Reports

* Playground Surfacing – 1 Court Southway

At its work session on January 13, Council discussed playground surfacing at 1 Court 
Southway.  There was Council consensus to replace the shredded rubber surfacing with 

engineered wood fiber at this playground.  Staff believes this work can be accomplished 

in the early spring, weather permitting.

Staff will follow-up with Windsor Green, Greenwood Village and Greenbelt Homes 
regarding replacement of the shredded rubber surfacing located in these playgrounds.

Approval of this item on the consent agenda will direct staff to proceed as outlined above. 
DEM)

* Reappointment To Advisory Group

Reference:
Reappointment Application

Betty Timer has indicated her willingness to continue to serve on the Senior Citizens 
Advisory Committee (SCAC).  Approval of this item on the consent agenda will indicate 

Council ’s intent to appoint Ms. Timer to a new term on SCAC.  (CM)

* Resignation From Advisory Group

Reference:
Email, K. Cavigelli, 01/11/2016

Katia Cavigelli has submitted her resignation from the Youth Advisory Committee.  

Approval of this item on the consent agenda will indicate Council ’s intent to accept her 
resignation with regret.  (CM)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

o.

Documents:

o.

Documents:

o.

Documents:

9.

10.

o.

11.

Documents:

12.

Documents:

13.

14.

Documents:

15.

16.

17.

18.



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

Call To Order

Roll Call

Meditation And Pledge Of Allegiance To The Flag

Consent Agenda - Approval Of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by staff, 
subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)

Approval Of Agenda And Additions

Presentations

Petitions And Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the City Council at this 
meeting unless Council waives its Standing Rules)

Minutes Of Council Meetings

Minutes, Regular Meeting, December 14, 2015

DRAFT MINUTES, 12-14-15.PDF

Minutes, Special Meeting, January 4, 2016

DRAFT MINUTES, 01-04-16.PDF

Minutes, Work Session, January 6, 2016

DRAFT MINUTES, 01-06-16.PDF

Administrative Reports

*Committee Reports

* Committee Reports

Park and Recreation Advisory Board, Report #2016-1 (Recognition Group 
Application):  It is recommended that Council accept this report and consider it on the 

agenda of the next meeting.  (CM) 

An Ordinance Of The Council Of The City Of Greenbelt Authorizing The Acquisition 
By Negotiated Purchase Of Certain Real Property Known As 10-A Crescent Road, 
Greenbelt, Maryland Which Is Needed For A Public Purpose, Namely A Museum, 
For An Amount Not To Exceed Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) Plus 
Related Costs

- 2nd Reading, Adoption

Reference:
Ordinance

The City has the opportunity to acquire the Greenbelt Homes, Inc. (GHI) unit at 10-A 
Crescent Road which is next to the Greenbelt Museum at 10-B Crescent Road.  These 

units are the only two units at that address.  (In GHI language, it would be to purchase 

the Right of Perpetual Use.)

The current Greenbelt Museum building was acquired by the City as part of its 50 th

anniversary in 1987.  From the time the museum unit was acquired, persons associated 

with the museum have expressed an interest in 10-A being acquired as well for museum 
purposes.   The unit at 10 -A could become the office space for museum staff which would 
enable the museum to be available for tours on a more frequent basis.  It would also 

provide space for hosting larger tour groups, provide space for researchers interested in 
Greenbelt, and present a comparison of original Greenbelt homes “then and now. ”

The residents of 10-A, the Dwyers, had always been good neighbors to the museum, 
sharing information with interested visitors when the museum was closed.  Another 

resident might not be so accommodating of these types of intrusions.  The Dwyers 

resided in the home for 59 years and as such it is unknown when the unit might become 
available again.  Discussions with Thomas Dwyer, who is executor of the estate, indicate 

he is willing to sell the unit to the City for $200,000 which is less than its appraised value.

A public hearing for this acquisition was held during Council ’s regular meeting on 
December 14, 2015.  

Ms. Davis introduced this ordinance for first reading at the last meeting.  It is 

recommended the ordinance be introduced for second reading and moved for adoption 
tonight.  (MPM)

11-DRAFT ORDINANCE.PDF, 11-EXHIBIT A.PDF

A Resolution To Authorize The Negotiated Purchase Of Canine Turf For The 
Greenbelt Animal Shelter And The Greenbelt Dog Park From East Coast Surfacing 
Of Rock Hall, Maryland At A Cost Of $20,940 

-2nd Reading, Adoption

Reference:
Resolution
East Coast Surfacing Quote, 12/15/2015

Included in the FY 2016 budget is $15,000 for the installation of canine turf at the 
Greenbelt Animal Shelter.  It has not been possible to maintain a grass yard at the 

animal shelter due to the heavy use by dogs, poor drainage and lack of sunlight.  This 

has resulted in a yard that is often wet and muddy.  The condition of the yard causes the 

dogs to become wet and dirty when in the yard and this in turn results in the interior of 
the shelter becoming dirty and therefore requiring increased maintenance by shelter staff 
and increased costs for maintenance materials.

There have been similar problems with yard care at the dog park and the city has 
received complaints from park users about the condition of the yard.  There has been 

discussion of using canine turf in the dog park in addition to the animal shelter yard.  This 

would allow an opportunity to evaluate the durability of the canine turf under dog park 
conditions and also will allow dog park users the chance to test out the canine turf and 
offer feedback.

Staff obtained quotes from two companies for the installation of canine turf in the rear and 
side yards of the animal control facility.  An additional quote was obtained for a small test 

area for canine turf at the dog park.  The best quote was received by East 

Coast Surfacing at a cost of $18,440 for the animal control facility rear and side yards, 

and $2,500 for a 15 ’ by 15 ’ test area at the dog park.  The combined total for the animal 

control facility yard and the dog park test area is $20,940.  There are sufficient funds in 

the Capital Projects Fund to cover the additional cost.

Ms. Pope introduced this resolution for first reading at the last meeting.  It is 

recommended the resolution be introduced for second reading and moved for adoption 
tonight.  (CC)

12-DRAFT RESOLUTION.PDF, 12-EAST COAST SURFACING 
QUOTE.PDF

Advisory Committee On Education, Report #2016-1 (Grant Proposals – 2016)

State Legislation 
Reference:
Email, Todd Turner, 1/21/16
Memorandum, Terri Hruby, 1/5/16
PG/MC 110-16
PG/MC 111-16
PG 404-16
Email, David Moran, 1/12/16
SB 57/HB 31

PG/MC 110 – Land Use Permit Review – Consolidation

This bill would remove the Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission M-
NCCPC) from the review of certain permit applications related to zoning and subdivision.  

Instead, the County Department of Permits, Inspections and Enforcement (DPIE) would 
review and approve these permits.  

Permits associated with detailed site plans, subdivision plans, recreational facilities, 
traffic review, natural resources, historic work area, landscaping and signage would no 
longer be referred to M-NCPPC for review and approval.  Staff is concerned about the  

process proposed, which would eliminate review by M-NCPPC trained planners who 
understand the complexity of the County ’s Zoning Ordinance and have experience 
reviewing complex plans and approval conditions.

Included in Council ’s packet is an email from County Council Member Turner which 
indicates the County Council has not commented on this bill yet.  Council can support, 

oppose or not act on PG/MC 110 at this time.  (DEM)

PG/MC 111 – Land Use - Zoning Powers and Review

This legislation is a response to a recent court case, Prince George ’s County v. Zimmer 
Development Company which found that the District Council only has appellate 
jurisdiction to review Planning Board decisions.  This case greatly limits the long-standing 
practice by the District Council of reviewing cases. 

The bill would take the zoning powers of the Planning Board and Board of Appeals and 
vest them with the District Council. It is an effort to codify that the District Council has 
original jurisdiction over these matters, thus making the Planning Board subordinate to 
the District Council.

At the City ’s Legislative Dinner on December 15, County Council Member Turner 
requested the City support this bill.  Included in Council ’s packet is a memorandum 
detailing staff’s concerns with PG/MC 111.

County Council Member Turner has also commented on this bill in the aforementioned 
email.  He is requesting Council take no position on PG/MC 111 at this time.  (DEM)

PG 404 – County Disposable Bag Fee

This enabling legislation would allow the County to impose a fee on retail establishments 
for the use of disposable plastic bags.   The fee cannot exceed five cents per bag.  The 

proposed law would not apply to bags for certain uses (bulk items, flowers, newspapers, 
etc.).   This local bill would only apply in Prince George’s County.  Senator Pinsky 

sponsored this bill.

The City supported similar legislation since 2011.  The language that the fee be imposed 

on the store is consistent with past bills.  

It is recommended Council support PG 404-16.  (DEM)  

Council tabled this item at the last meeting.  Debate on this agenda item may be 

resumed by a majority vote of Council.    

SB 57/HB 31 – Community Cleanup & Greening Act

This legislation would establish a statewide bag fee for disposable carryout bags (both 
paper and plastic).  The fee would be 10 cents per bag.  Stores could keep 5 cents per 

bag or 7 cents if they have a customer bag credit program.  The County would keep the 

rest of the fee and these revenues must be used for certain purposes including: 
community greening, stormwater control, litter cleanup, recycling programs, etc.  The 

City supported similar legislation last year. 

It is recommended Council support SB 57/HB 31 with an amendment to reflect that 
revenues collected within a municipality are returned to that municipality.  (DEM)

14-EMAIL, TODD TURNER.PDF, 14-MEMORANDUM, T. HRUBY.PDF, 
14-PG-MC 110-16.PDF, 14-PG-MC 111-16.PDF, 14-PG 404-16.PDF, 14-EMAIL, D. 
MORAN.PDF, 14-SB 57-HB 31.PDF

Council Reports

* Playground Surfacing – 1 Court Southway

At its work session on January 13, Council discussed playground surfacing at 1 Court 
Southway.  There was Council consensus to replace the shredded rubber surfacing with 

engineered wood fiber at this playground.  Staff believes this work can be accomplished 

in the early spring, weather permitting.

Staff will follow-up with Windsor Green, Greenwood Village and Greenbelt Homes 
regarding replacement of the shredded rubber surfacing located in these playgrounds.

Approval of this item on the consent agenda will direct staff to proceed as outlined above. 
DEM)

* Reappointment To Advisory Group

Reference:
Reappointment Application

Betty Timer has indicated her willingness to continue to serve on the Senior Citizens 
Advisory Committee (SCAC).  Approval of this item on the consent agenda will indicate 

Council ’s intent to appoint Ms. Timer to a new term on SCAC.  (CM)

* Resignation From Advisory Group

Reference:
Email, K. Cavigelli, 01/11/2016

Katia Cavigelli has submitted her resignation from the Youth Advisory Committee.  

Approval of this item on the consent agenda will indicate Council ’s intent to accept her 
resignation with regret.  (CM)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

o.

Documents:

o.

Documents:

o.

Documents:

9.

10.

o.

11.

Documents:

12.

Documents:

13.

14.

Documents:

15.

16.

17.

18.



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

Call To Order

Roll Call

Meditation And Pledge Of Allegiance To The Flag

Consent Agenda - Approval Of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by staff, 
subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)

Approval Of Agenda And Additions

Presentations

Petitions And Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the City Council at this 
meeting unless Council waives its Standing Rules)

Minutes Of Council Meetings

Minutes, Regular Meeting, December 14, 2015

DRAFT MINUTES, 12-14-15.PDF

Minutes, Special Meeting, January 4, 2016

DRAFT MINUTES, 01-04-16.PDF

Minutes, Work Session, January 6, 2016

DRAFT MINUTES, 01-06-16.PDF

Administrative Reports

*Committee Reports

* Committee Reports

Park and Recreation Advisory Board, Report #2016-1 (Recognition Group 
Application):  It is recommended that Council accept this report and consider it on the 

agenda of the next meeting.  (CM) 

An Ordinance Of The Council Of The City Of Greenbelt Authorizing The Acquisition 
By Negotiated Purchase Of Certain Real Property Known As 10-A Crescent Road, 
Greenbelt, Maryland Which Is Needed For A Public Purpose, Namely A Museum, 
For An Amount Not To Exceed Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) Plus 
Related Costs

- 2nd Reading, Adoption

Reference:
Ordinance

The City has the opportunity to acquire the Greenbelt Homes, Inc. (GHI) unit at 10-A 
Crescent Road which is next to the Greenbelt Museum at 10-B Crescent Road.  These 

units are the only two units at that address.  (In GHI language, it would be to purchase 

the Right of Perpetual Use.)

The current Greenbelt Museum building was acquired by the City as part of its 50 th

anniversary in 1987.  From the time the museum unit was acquired, persons associated 

with the museum have expressed an interest in 10-A being acquired as well for museum 
purposes.   The unit at 10 -A could become the office space for museum staff which would 
enable the museum to be available for tours on a more frequent basis.  It would also 

provide space for hosting larger tour groups, provide space for researchers interested in 
Greenbelt, and present a comparison of original Greenbelt homes “then and now. ”

The residents of 10-A, the Dwyers, had always been good neighbors to the museum, 
sharing information with interested visitors when the museum was closed.  Another 

resident might not be so accommodating of these types of intrusions.  The Dwyers 

resided in the home for 59 years and as such it is unknown when the unit might become 
available again.  Discussions with Thomas Dwyer, who is executor of the estate, indicate 

he is willing to sell the unit to the City for $200,000 which is less than its appraised value.

A public hearing for this acquisition was held during Council ’s regular meeting on 
December 14, 2015.  

Ms. Davis introduced this ordinance for first reading at the last meeting.  It is 

recommended the ordinance be introduced for second reading and moved for adoption 
tonight.  (MPM)

11-DRAFT ORDINANCE.PDF, 11-EXHIBIT A.PDF

A Resolution To Authorize The Negotiated Purchase Of Canine Turf For The 
Greenbelt Animal Shelter And The Greenbelt Dog Park From East Coast Surfacing 
Of Rock Hall, Maryland At A Cost Of $20,940 

-2nd Reading, Adoption

Reference:
Resolution
East Coast Surfacing Quote, 12/15/2015

Included in the FY 2016 budget is $15,000 for the installation of canine turf at the 
Greenbelt Animal Shelter.  It has not been possible to maintain a grass yard at the 

animal shelter due to the heavy use by dogs, poor drainage and lack of sunlight.  This 

has resulted in a yard that is often wet and muddy.  The condition of the yard causes the 

dogs to become wet and dirty when in the yard and this in turn results in the interior of 
the shelter becoming dirty and therefore requiring increased maintenance by shelter staff 
and increased costs for maintenance materials.

There have been similar problems with yard care at the dog park and the city has 
received complaints from park users about the condition of the yard.  There has been 

discussion of using canine turf in the dog park in addition to the animal shelter yard.  This 

would allow an opportunity to evaluate the durability of the canine turf under dog park 
conditions and also will allow dog park users the chance to test out the canine turf and 
offer feedback.

Staff obtained quotes from two companies for the installation of canine turf in the rear and 
side yards of the animal control facility.  An additional quote was obtained for a small test 

area for canine turf at the dog park.  The best quote was received by East 

Coast Surfacing at a cost of $18,440 for the animal control facility rear and side yards, 

and $2,500 for a 15 ’ by 15 ’ test area at the dog park.  The combined total for the animal 

control facility yard and the dog park test area is $20,940.  There are sufficient funds in 

the Capital Projects Fund to cover the additional cost.

Ms. Pope introduced this resolution for first reading at the last meeting.  It is 

recommended the resolution be introduced for second reading and moved for adoption 
tonight.  (CC)

12-DRAFT RESOLUTION.PDF, 12-EAST COAST SURFACING 
QUOTE.PDF

Advisory Committee On Education, Report #2016-1 (Grant Proposals – 2016)

State Legislation 
Reference:
Email, Todd Turner, 1/21/16
Memorandum, Terri Hruby, 1/5/16
PG/MC 110-16
PG/MC 111-16
PG 404-16
Email, David Moran, 1/12/16
SB 57/HB 31

PG/MC 110 – Land Use Permit Review – Consolidation

This bill would remove the Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission M-
NCCPC) from the review of certain permit applications related to zoning and subdivision.  

Instead, the County Department of Permits, Inspections and Enforcement (DPIE) would 
review and approve these permits.  

Permits associated with detailed site plans, subdivision plans, recreational facilities, 
traffic review, natural resources, historic work area, landscaping and signage would no 
longer be referred to M-NCPPC for review and approval.  Staff is concerned about the  

process proposed, which would eliminate review by M-NCPPC trained planners who 
understand the complexity of the County ’s Zoning Ordinance and have experience 
reviewing complex plans and approval conditions.

Included in Council ’s packet is an email from County Council Member Turner which 
indicates the County Council has not commented on this bill yet.  Council can support, 

oppose or not act on PG/MC 110 at this time.  (DEM)

PG/MC 111 – Land Use - Zoning Powers and Review

This legislation is a response to a recent court case, Prince George ’s County v. Zimmer 
Development Company which found that the District Council only has appellate 
jurisdiction to review Planning Board decisions.  This case greatly limits the long-standing 
practice by the District Council of reviewing cases. 

The bill would take the zoning powers of the Planning Board and Board of Appeals and 
vest them with the District Council. It is an effort to codify that the District Council has 
original jurisdiction over these matters, thus making the Planning Board subordinate to 
the District Council.

At the City ’s Legislative Dinner on December 15, County Council Member Turner 
requested the City support this bill.  Included in Council ’s packet is a memorandum 
detailing staff’s concerns with PG/MC 111.

County Council Member Turner has also commented on this bill in the aforementioned 
email.  He is requesting Council take no position on PG/MC 111 at this time.  (DEM)

PG 404 – County Disposable Bag Fee

This enabling legislation would allow the County to impose a fee on retail establishments 
for the use of disposable plastic bags.   The fee cannot exceed five cents per bag.  The 

proposed law would not apply to bags for certain uses (bulk items, flowers, newspapers, 
etc.).   This local bill would only apply in Prince George’s County.  Senator Pinsky 

sponsored this bill.

The City supported similar legislation since 2011.  The language that the fee be imposed 

on the store is consistent with past bills.  

It is recommended Council support PG 404-16.  (DEM)  

Council tabled this item at the last meeting.  Debate on this agenda item may be 

resumed by a majority vote of Council.    

SB 57/HB 31 – Community Cleanup & Greening Act

This legislation would establish a statewide bag fee for disposable carryout bags (both 
paper and plastic).  The fee would be 10 cents per bag.  Stores could keep 5 cents per 

bag or 7 cents if they have a customer bag credit program.  The County would keep the 

rest of the fee and these revenues must be used for certain purposes including: 
community greening, stormwater control, litter cleanup, recycling programs, etc.  The 

City supported similar legislation last year. 

It is recommended Council support SB 57/HB 31 with an amendment to reflect that 
revenues collected within a municipality are returned to that municipality.  (DEM)

14-EMAIL, TODD TURNER.PDF, 14-MEMORANDUM, T. HRUBY.PDF, 
14-PG-MC 110-16.PDF, 14-PG-MC 111-16.PDF, 14-PG 404-16.PDF, 14-EMAIL, D. 
MORAN.PDF, 14-SB 57-HB 31.PDF

Council Reports

* Playground Surfacing – 1 Court Southway

At its work session on January 13, Council discussed playground surfacing at 1 Court 
Southway.  There was Council consensus to replace the shredded rubber surfacing with 

engineered wood fiber at this playground.  Staff believes this work can be accomplished 

in the early spring, weather permitting.

Staff will follow-up with Windsor Green, Greenwood Village and Greenbelt Homes 
regarding replacement of the shredded rubber surfacing located in these playgrounds.

Approval of this item on the consent agenda will direct staff to proceed as outlined above. 
DEM)

* Reappointment To Advisory Group

Reference:
Reappointment Application

Betty Timer has indicated her willingness to continue to serve on the Senior Citizens 
Advisory Committee (SCAC).  Approval of this item on the consent agenda will indicate 

Council ’s intent to appoint Ms. Timer to a new term on SCAC.  (CM)

* Resignation From Advisory Group

Reference:
Email, K. Cavigelli, 01/11/2016

Katia Cavigelli has submitted her resignation from the Youth Advisory Committee.  

Approval of this item on the consent agenda will indicate Council ’s intent to accept her 
resignation with regret.  (CM)
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

Call To Order

Roll Call

Meditation And Pledge Of Allegiance To The Flag

Consent Agenda - Approval Of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by staff, 
subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)

Approval Of Agenda And Additions

Presentations

Petitions And Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the City Council at this 
meeting unless Council waives its Standing Rules)

Minutes Of Council Meetings

Minutes, Regular Meeting, December 14, 2015

DRAFT MINUTES, 12-14-15.PDF

Minutes, Special Meeting, January 4, 2016

DRAFT MINUTES, 01-04-16.PDF

Minutes, Work Session, January 6, 2016

DRAFT MINUTES, 01-06-16.PDF

Administrative Reports

*Committee Reports

* Committee Reports

Park and Recreation Advisory Board, Report #2016-1 (Recognition Group 
Application):  It is recommended that Council accept this report and consider it on the 

agenda of the next meeting.  (CM) 

An Ordinance Of The Council Of The City Of Greenbelt Authorizing The Acquisition 
By Negotiated Purchase Of Certain Real Property Known As 10-A Crescent Road, 
Greenbelt, Maryland Which Is Needed For A Public Purpose, Namely A Museum, 
For An Amount Not To Exceed Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) Plus 
Related Costs

- 2nd Reading, Adoption

Reference:
Ordinance

The City has the opportunity to acquire the Greenbelt Homes, Inc. (GHI) unit at 10-A 
Crescent Road which is next to the Greenbelt Museum at 10-B Crescent Road.  These 

units are the only two units at that address.  (In GHI language, it would be to purchase 

the Right of Perpetual Use.)

The current Greenbelt Museum building was acquired by the City as part of its 50 th

anniversary in 1987.  From the time the museum unit was acquired, persons associated 

with the museum have expressed an interest in 10-A being acquired as well for museum 
purposes.   The unit at 10 -A could become the office space for museum staff which would 
enable the museum to be available for tours on a more frequent basis.  It would also 

provide space for hosting larger tour groups, provide space for researchers interested in 
Greenbelt, and present a comparison of original Greenbelt homes “then and now. ”

The residents of 10-A, the Dwyers, had always been good neighbors to the museum, 
sharing information with interested visitors when the museum was closed.  Another 

resident might not be so accommodating of these types of intrusions.  The Dwyers 

resided in the home for 59 years and as such it is unknown when the unit might become 
available again.  Discussions with Thomas Dwyer, who is executor of the estate, indicate 

he is willing to sell the unit to the City for $200,000 which is less than its appraised value.

A public hearing for this acquisition was held during Council ’s regular meeting on 
December 14, 2015.  

Ms. Davis introduced this ordinance for first reading at the last meeting.  It is 

recommended the ordinance be introduced for second reading and moved for adoption 
tonight.  (MPM)

11-DRAFT ORDINANCE.PDF, 11-EXHIBIT A.PDF

A Resolution To Authorize The Negotiated Purchase Of Canine Turf For The 
Greenbelt Animal Shelter And The Greenbelt Dog Park From East Coast Surfacing 
Of Rock Hall, Maryland At A Cost Of $20,940 

-2nd Reading, Adoption

Reference:
Resolution
East Coast Surfacing Quote, 12/15/2015

Included in the FY 2016 budget is $15,000 for the installation of canine turf at the 
Greenbelt Animal Shelter.  It has not been possible to maintain a grass yard at the 

animal shelter due to the heavy use by dogs, poor drainage and lack of sunlight.  This 

has resulted in a yard that is often wet and muddy.  The condition of the yard causes the 

dogs to become wet and dirty when in the yard and this in turn results in the interior of 
the shelter becoming dirty and therefore requiring increased maintenance by shelter staff 
and increased costs for maintenance materials.

There have been similar problems with yard care at the dog park and the city has 
received complaints from park users about the condition of the yard.  There has been 

discussion of using canine turf in the dog park in addition to the animal shelter yard.  This 

would allow an opportunity to evaluate the durability of the canine turf under dog park 
conditions and also will allow dog park users the chance to test out the canine turf and 
offer feedback.

Staff obtained quotes from two companies for the installation of canine turf in the rear and 
side yards of the animal control facility.  An additional quote was obtained for a small test 

area for canine turf at the dog park.  The best quote was received by East 

Coast Surfacing at a cost of $18,440 for the animal control facility rear and side yards, 

and $2,500 for a 15 ’ by 15 ’ test area at the dog park.  The combined total for the animal 

control facility yard and the dog park test area is $20,940.  There are sufficient funds in 

the Capital Projects Fund to cover the additional cost.

Ms. Pope introduced this resolution for first reading at the last meeting.  It is 

recommended the resolution be introduced for second reading and moved for adoption 
tonight.  (CC)

12-DRAFT RESOLUTION.PDF, 12-EAST COAST SURFACING 
QUOTE.PDF

Advisory Committee On Education, Report #2016-1 (Grant Proposals – 2016)

State Legislation 
Reference:
Email, Todd Turner, 1/21/16
Memorandum, Terri Hruby, 1/5/16
PG/MC 110-16
PG/MC 111-16
PG 404-16
Email, David Moran, 1/12/16
SB 57/HB 31

PG/MC 110 – Land Use Permit Review – Consolidation

This bill would remove the Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission M-
NCCPC) from the review of certain permit applications related to zoning and subdivision.  

Instead, the County Department of Permits, Inspections and Enforcement (DPIE) would 
review and approve these permits.  

Permits associated with detailed site plans, subdivision plans, recreational facilities, 
traffic review, natural resources, historic work area, landscaping and signage would no 
longer be referred to M-NCPPC for review and approval.  Staff is concerned about the  

process proposed, which would eliminate review by M-NCPPC trained planners who 
understand the complexity of the County ’s Zoning Ordinance and have experience 
reviewing complex plans and approval conditions.

Included in Council ’s packet is an email from County Council Member Turner which 
indicates the County Council has not commented on this bill yet.  Council can support, 

oppose or not act on PG/MC 110 at this time.  (DEM)

PG/MC 111 – Land Use - Zoning Powers and Review

This legislation is a response to a recent court case, Prince George ’s County v. Zimmer 
Development Company which found that the District Council only has appellate 
jurisdiction to review Planning Board decisions.  This case greatly limits the long-standing 
practice by the District Council of reviewing cases. 

The bill would take the zoning powers of the Planning Board and Board of Appeals and 
vest them with the District Council. It is an effort to codify that the District Council has 
original jurisdiction over these matters, thus making the Planning Board subordinate to 
the District Council.

At the City ’s Legislative Dinner on December 15, County Council Member Turner 
requested the City support this bill.  Included in Council ’s packet is a memorandum 
detailing staff’s concerns with PG/MC 111.

County Council Member Turner has also commented on this bill in the aforementioned 
email.  He is requesting Council take no position on PG/MC 111 at this time.  (DEM)

PG 404 – County Disposable Bag Fee

This enabling legislation would allow the County to impose a fee on retail establishments 
for the use of disposable plastic bags.   The fee cannot exceed five cents per bag.  The 

proposed law would not apply to bags for certain uses (bulk items, flowers, newspapers, 
etc.).   This local bill would only apply in Prince George’s County.  Senator Pinsky 

sponsored this bill.

The City supported similar legislation since 2011.  The language that the fee be imposed 

on the store is consistent with past bills.  

It is recommended Council support PG 404-16.  (DEM)  

Council tabled this item at the last meeting.  Debate on this agenda item may be 

resumed by a majority vote of Council.    

SB 57/HB 31 – Community Cleanup & Greening Act

This legislation would establish a statewide bag fee for disposable carryout bags (both 
paper and plastic).  The fee would be 10 cents per bag.  Stores could keep 5 cents per 

bag or 7 cents if they have a customer bag credit program.  The County would keep the 

rest of the fee and these revenues must be used for certain purposes including: 
community greening, stormwater control, litter cleanup, recycling programs, etc.  The 

City supported similar legislation last year. 

It is recommended Council support SB 57/HB 31 with an amendment to reflect that 
revenues collected within a municipality are returned to that municipality.  (DEM)

14-EMAIL, TODD TURNER.PDF, 14-MEMORANDUM, T. HRUBY.PDF, 
14-PG-MC 110-16.PDF, 14-PG-MC 111-16.PDF, 14-PG 404-16.PDF, 14-EMAIL, D. 
MORAN.PDF, 14-SB 57-HB 31.PDF
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